
DRAINS TO RIVER

TAKE ME TO THE RIVER

Simple Ways to keep our 
Watersheds Clean
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LAWN CARE:  THE PROBLEM

•	 Plant native grasses outside the office, 
like Fescues or Clover.

•	 Consider native meadow grasses and 
wildflowers for low-use landscapes!

•	 Mow grass no shorter than 3” - too short 
and it won’t catch pollutants.  

Replace turf grass with wildflowers to add 
beauty to your walks and save on lawn care!

LAWN CARE:  THE SOLUTION

LAWN CARE:  THE BENEFITS

Manicured landscapes are ineffective filters 
for cleaning polluted runoff.  In fact, grass 
clippings are a leading source of nitrogen.

LAWN CARE:  KEEP IT REAL

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

CARE TO GET INVOLVED?

1-603-862-3729

COMMUNITY PROGRAM

FOR HELP SELECTING THE PROPER 
FERTILIZER FOR YOUR PROPERTY OR TO 

TEST YOUR SOIL CONDITIONS, VISIT:
extension.unh.edu/programs/soil-testing-services

OR SEND AN EMAIL TO: 
soil.testing@unh.edu.soiltest

JOIN A LOCAL WATERSHED GROUP, 
SUCH AS THE PISCATAQUA REGION 

ESTUARIES PARTNERSHIPTM (PREP) FOR 
MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

https://prepestuaries.org/join-in/get-involved/
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RUNOFF:  THE PROBLEM FERTILIZER:  THE PROBLEM PET WASTE:  THE PROBLEM

•	 Repair vehicle fluid leaks promptly!
•	 Pick up litter, even if it’s not yours!
•	 Keep dumpster areas clean and lids 

closed!
•	 Shovel first, salt second! 

•	 Try all-natural, slow-release fertilizers.
•	 Test your soil to see what nutrients it needs.
•	 Fertilize once per year, fall is best!  Plants 

absorb the most nutrients before winter.  
•	 Never fertilize if rain is in the forecast!

•	 Pick up pet waste with eco-safe bags!
•	 Have bag dispensers and trash bins 

installed outside your work place.
•	 Don’t toss waste down the storm drain! 

Rain can be free irrigation, reduce your 
water use and save on your water bill!

Fertilizing less often and using the right 
fertilizer for your site will save money AND 
make your lawn and plants more happy!

Picking up waste from lawn areas will 
reduce the amount of bacteria and 
nutrients reaching our local waters! 

RUNOFF:  THE SOLUTION FERTILIZER:  THE SOLUTION PET WASTE:  THE SOLUTION

RUNOFF:  THE BENEFITS FERTILIZER:  THE BENEFITS PET WASTE:  THE BENEFITS

Rain that lands on pavement collects 
harmful pollutants, like petroleum and 
washes them into local rivers and streams.

Many fertilizers contain more nitrogen (N), 
phosphorus (P), and potassium (K) than plants 
can absorb.  Excess nutrients get washed away.

One gram of dog-doo can contain more 
than 20 million fecal coliform bacteria! 
Undisposed pet waste gets washed away. 

RUNOFF:  KEEP IT CLEAN FERTILIZER:  TOO MUCH OF A 
GOOD THING

PET WASTE: HERE’S THE 
SCOOP

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
PLANT NUTRITION, APPLICATION, 

AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 
PRODUCTS, PLEASE VISIT:

https://gardenerspath.com/
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